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A Dialog on Living Sand Filtration discussing the use of live sand as an all-natural highly efficient

form of biological filtration whether in the marine or freshwater aquarium.
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I was hooked on aquariums the minute I saw the ones in the jewelry department Barney's 7th Ave.

store in Manhattan, with sapphire earrings and diamond bracelets draped underwater over

branches of coral with butterfly and angel fish gliding thru. Years and one B.A. later, I bought a used

saltwater tank. Who would have guessed you need a PhD in organic chemistry to understand the

balance between pH and salinity and the Nitrogen Cycle. Well, if you want a tank like the one in

Barneys, you do. And this is the book to begin with. Sure it looks like a tiny pamphlet, but it is

practical, concentrated, wonderfully detailed - one of the very few pieces I've found written by

someone who clearly knows what he's talking about. I don't have a chemistry background so when

Dr. Goemans says things about "the buffering ions that keep the world's oceans in narrow pH

range" I am out of my league. But I prefer that to the "Aquariums for Dummies" (do they have one of

those yet?) advice that simplifies this hobby by leaving out anything technical. I've had my used

aquarium for 2 years now. Fortunately it was set up by someone who wanted a state-of-the-art tank,

one that grows into a stable system and needs minimal attention. And so, despite my initial

ignorance, my tank was on autopilot while I learned what to do. It wasn't easy. Not a single book in

my local library gives any really current information on this subject; that's a problem because

scientists have learned so much in the past 10 years about marine fish and environments. I am

starting my daughter's new saltwater tank this month, and we can do it right because we have this



book in our home reference library: The best sand to use. How to use the first aquarium to seed the

new one.
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